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Preach the Word
2 Timothy 4:1-5

1. The Gravity (versel)
2. The Charge (verse 2)
3. The Reason (ver ses 3-4)
4. The Resolve (verse 5)

A magjor focus of my work each week comes right here on Sunday morning, when
| stand before all of you and preach God’s word. | have spent many years training
for this moment each week. The Master’ s Seminary, where | attended, has one
am: "To train men of God to preach the word of God. In my 10 years at Rock
Valley Bible Church, | have stood before you all and have preached nearly 500
weekly sermons. In fact, | went to the website, where all of my messages are
posted, and counted how many messages | have preached here. Thisis sermon
#496, for those who are counting. Preaching isamajor portion of my work. Nearly
every week of my lifeis spent in a portion of Scripture. | pour over the text,
seeking how best to open it up for you. And then, on Sunday morningsin this
place, | seek to proclaim the word with clarity, passion and in accordance with the
truth.

| do thiswork each week of my life because of commands given in the Scripture,
such as the one that we will ook at today. Paul tells Timothy to "preach the word."
In the midst of all of his struggles in the church in Ephesus, Paul commands
Timothy to place his efforts at preaching the word. As you consider the text below,
look for Paul's command.

2 Timothy 4:1-5

| solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears



tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to
their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will
turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

My message this morning is entitled, " Preach the Word", because, that’ s the main
point of thistext (asisfound in verse 2). Look there at verse 2. It says, "Preach the
word." Everything else in these verses centers around that one command. Asa
result, we will spend the majority of our timetoday in that verse. More
particularly, we will spend the majority of our time in that one phrase, "Preach the
word."

But, before Paul gets to the command, he spends an entire verse building up the
seriousness of the command. Or, what | have called in my first point, ...
1. The Gravity (verse 1)

That is, the seriousness of the charge to Timothy. He says, "I solemnly charge you
... in the presence of God ... and of Christ Jesus, ... who isto judge the living and
the dead, ... and by His appearing ... and His kingdom." Paul is piling on weight
upon weight to this charge to "preach the word" that’s coming in verse 2. Six
phrasesin all. With every phrase, the solemnity increases.

It would have been enough had Paul ssimply told Timothy, "I charge you -- preach
the word." Thiswould have been enough for Timothy. Paul had great influence
and authority in Timothy’slife. He was greatly respected. He was greatly loved.
And as Paul wrote hisinstructions to Timothy, I'm sure that Timothy took each of
them very seriously and gladly followed Paul’ s counsel. But, the gravity of this
call impelled Paul to pile on more weight.

Paul said, "I solemnly charge you, ... preach the word." This would have been
enough for Timothy to take heed. It would have lifted this command to Timothy
above the others. "Timothy, | have given you much counsel in this letter. But, of
al thethingsthat | have told you, thisis of utmost importance. Timothy, |
solemnly charge you." But, Paul went further than this. He added further weight to
his charge, invoking the presence of God.

He wrote, "l solemnly charge you in the presence of God." This brings a heavenly
witness to the gravity of the call: God, Himself -- the One who created the world,



the One who saved his soul, the One before whom all of uswill give account.
"Thisis serious business, Timothy. This demands your utmost attention." Had Paul
said that, it would have been enough.

But, he went on. Paul wrote, "l solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus." At this point, Paul tips the scale into the most solemn command of
the entire book, topping the command given in chapter 2, verse 14, where Paul
wrote, "Remind them of these things and solemnly charge them in the presence of
God not to wrangle about words." Here, he brings two members of the Trinity into
the equation -- God, the Father, and Jesus, the Son. Again, it merely adds weight
to this charge to Timothy to preach the word. But, Paul isn’t done. He begins to
expand on Jesus.

Paul says, "l solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who
Isto judge the living and the dead." Here Paul brings into view the great judgment
of all who ever lived. Whereas that may have been implied when he mentioned
"God," earlier, hereit is explicitly explained. "Timothy, my solemn chargeis
coming to you in light of the fate that we all must face and that is Jesus Christ, the
judge of the living and the dead." Paul could hardly have given more weight to his
command. But, he does.

He says to Timothy, "I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who isto judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom." With these words, Paul is bringing world history to its ultimate climax.
Jesusis not only the Judge of the world. He will also be the King of the world.
"When He appears again (at His second coming), He will establish His kingdom.
We will be under Hisreign! And in that day, nothing else will matter, except for
the truth of God, which we have cometo believe. So, spread thisword. Don't let
anyone else detract you from this one thing. Keep spreading it until your dying
day. Eternity is at stake. And ultimately, only eternity matters."

And now, the stage has been set for what is my second point...
2. The Charge (verse 2)

Here comes the charge: "Preach the word." Thisis the natural conclusion of
everything that Paul had been leading Timothy toward in chapter 3.

2 Timothy 3:1
Realize thisthat in the last days, difficult timeswill come. Wicked men
will come into the church and seek to pull people away.



2 Timothy 3:14-15

Y ou, however, continue in the things you have learned and become
convinced of, ... from childhood you have known the sacred writings
which are able to give you the wisdom that |eads to salvation through
faith which isin Christ Jesus.

"Timothy, keep the course. The scriptures of old have been your guide. They have
led you to faith in Jesus. Y ou can trust the Scriptures.”

And then in what we read last week in chapter 3, verses 16-17, "All Scriptureis
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training
In righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every
good work." The words of Scripture are inspired and without error. They are
powerful to change lives. They are sufficient for your ministry.

"So, Timothy, lean on the Scriptures. Preach the truth that they contain. | solemnly
charge you to preach the word." Note the ssmplicity. "Preach the word." "Preach
the message." "Preach what you have come to know and trust.” "L et this be your
driveinlife." The reason why Paul charges Timothy with these things is because
he knows that thisis the best advice that he can give Timothy regarding the
success of hisministry. It'swhy | spend so much time of my life studying and
thinking and praying and preparing that |, too, might join Timothy in preaching the
word.

The apostles knew how important preaching wasto their calling. In Acts 6, we
read about how the apostles were busy in the ministry. Among other things, they
were serving food to the widows of Jerusalem. Their deeds were noble, but they
were pulling them away from their call to preach. Remember what the apostles
said to the congregation? "It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in
order to serve tables' (Acts 6:2). Such a statement makes a statement of the
priority of preaching! And that’s what the apostles did!

When you read the inspired history of the early church, you are immediately
struck by the primacy of preaching! When the Holy Spirit came upon the church at
Pentecost, Peter stood and preached. And almost all of Acts, chapter 2, records his
sermon. Three-thousand souls were saved that day. When Peter and John healed
the lame man, Peter again stood and preached to the multitudes. Almost all of
Acts, chapter 3, records his sermon. Soon, there were 5,000 believersin the
church. Throughout the entire book of Acts, practically all that you read is sermon
after sermon after sermon that is preached to various groups of people.



When given an opportunity, Stephen preached to the Jews. Y ou can read his
sermon, which covers all of Acts, chapter 7. When the gospel first came to the
Gentiles, Peter preached to the house of Cornelius. Acts, chapter 10, records what
he said. When Paul and Barnabas went on their first missionary journey, their first
arrived at Psidian Antioch. Much of Acts, chapter 13, records the words that he
preached to the synagogue there. Half of Acts, chapter 17, records Paul’ s message
to The Areopagus. Acts, chapter 22, records Paul’ s preaching to the Jews, just
after he was arrested. Y ou can read his entire message to them. It practically fills
the entire chapter. Acts, chapters 24 and 26, record messages that Paul gave to
Felix and Agrippa.

And that’ s just the specific sermons recorded. Over and over and over again, you
hear summary statements regarding the activity of the early church. Acts 5:42
says, "And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ." Acts 8:35 records, "Philip opened his
mouth, and ... he preached Jesusto him." Acts 11:20 says, "There were some of
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the
Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus." Acts 15:35 tells us, "Paul and Barnabas
stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching with many others also, the word of the
Lord." Andin Acts 28:29-30, "[Paul] was welcoming all who came to him,
preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with
all openness, unhindered."

Y ou can't read the inspired history of the early church and fail to seethe
importance of preaching in the growth of the church. And what was true of early
church is equally true of the church of Jesus Christ ever since. Down through the
centuries, the church has grown through the preaching of the word. Down through
the centuries, the church has been strengthened through the preaching of the word.
Church history is littered with faithful preachers of God’'s word. Chrysostom,
Augustine, John Huss, Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Knox, John Bunyan,
Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, G. Campbell Morgan, D.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and on and on and on and on we could go. God has always
used men who proclaimed the word of God to build His church. Thereis nothing
else that God has given to the church to help so much as proclaiming the word of
God.

What Paul was telling Timothy to do, "Preach the word" was his passion in life.
He was converted on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). "And immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues' (Acts 9:20). He went on multiple missionary
trips, preaching Jesus. At times, he settled in a place for several years, preaching



Jesus. He was in Corinth for 18 months, proclaiming the word of God (Acts 18:
11). He spent three years in Ephesus "solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks
of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21). He
knew that Christ had sent him "to preach the gospel” (1 Cor. 1:17), atask which he
wholeheartedly embraced. He loved preaching Christ. He lived for preaching
Christ. To those in Rome, he said, "l am eager to preach the gospel to you"
(Romans 1:15). While spending 18 monthsin Corinth, he said, "I determined to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:
2). At one point, he even said, "Woeis meif | do not preach the gospel” (1
Corinthians 9:16).

And Paul is passing this on to Timothy, saying, "Preach the word." The word here
for "preach” is the word which means, "to herald, or proclam." Theideaisthat we
have a message from the king. We have been sent to announce His message. It
doesn’'t matter whether people receive it or not. What ultimately matters is whether
or not we deliver the message. Paul istelling Timothy hereto "deliver the
message." "Preach the word."

The illustration of the mailman is appropriate here. What’s his job? Hisjob isto
deliver the mail. He has received the envel ope with the mail inside. Heisn't to
open the mail and read it and edit it and then deliver it. No. Heisto deliver the
envelope, just like it was received by him. So also are we called to deliver the
message of King Jesus to the world. The message is that Jesus, God in the flesh,
has come to be among us. He has come to rescue us from our sin. He camein
fulfillment of all the Old Testament promises. He was born of avirginin
Bethlehem; born under the law, just like all of us. And yet, He lived above the law.
Though tempted by Satan, and provoked by the religious leaders of His day, Jesus
never sinned. He never said a swear word. He never thought an evil thought. He
never did an evil deed. He was the Superman who was able to save. He fed the
poor. He healed the sick. He taught us about God. But, the Jews hated Him and
hung him upon the cross, which merely fulfilled another Scripture, "Cursed is
everyone who hangs on a cross." Jesus became the curse for us, that we might
know the blessing of God. He was the ultimate substitute. He died, so that we
might live. He was punished for our sin, so that we might go free. Through faith in
Him, not only can we know God, but we can have eternal life in His presence,
enjoying pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11)!

That’'sthe gospel. That’s what we are called to proclaim.



Lest you think that thisisonly acall only to preachers, think again. Like so much
of 2 Timothy, what has primary application to Timothy, and primary application to
pastors, also has application to all of us, to al of uswho believe in His name. Our
mandate, given to us from the Lord Jesus, Himsalf, is this. Go into the world and
make disciples of al nations, Baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, Teaching them to observe al that | have commanded you
(Matt. 28:19-20). Jesus said, "It iswritten, that the Christ would suffer and rise
again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations' (Luke 24:46-47).

And though the primary responsibility of thiswill fall on those who lead the
church, we all are called to do thisin whatever ways we can. We are to proclaim
the good news to our children. We are to proclaim the good news to our relatives.
We are to proclaim the good news to our friends. We are to proclaim the good
news to all we come in contact with.

Now, | want for you to notice something very subtle, and yet, | believe, very
important. We are told to speak. We aren’t told to show people a package. We are
commanded to tell people a message. We aren’t told to give people something to
see. We aretold to speak to people and let them hear. Biblical Christianity isa
religion of the ear. It's not areligion of the eye.

There arereligionsthat are religions of the eye. Roman Catholicism is areligion of
the eye. Thereis areason why thereisacrucifix at the front of every Catholic
Church in the world -- Jesus dying on the cross. They want for you to see. They
want for you to see Jesus. And in seeing, they want you to believe. Thereisa
reason why Roman Catholicism has religious shrines around the world where
some miracle took place. They want you to go and see. And in seeing, they want
you to believe.

Biblical Christianity is different. It'sareligion of the ear. How many times does
Jesus say, "He who has an ear, ... let him hear"? In Romans 10, Paul takes us
through the syllogism, ...

Romans 10:13-15

For "Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved." How
then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will
they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear
without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent?



People need to hear! People need to be sent to tell them the news! Biblical faith
isn't "seeing is believing." Biblical faith is"hearing is believing." When Thomas
was able to see the risen Lord, Jesus said, "Because you have seen Me, have you
believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed” (John 20:29). That’s
us! We haven't seen the risen Lord. We have only heard about the risen Lord. But,
believing, we are blessed.

And so, it is no accident that Paul here tells Timothy to open his mouth and speak.
"Preach the word." "Preach the message." The gospel isto be our consuming
desire. It was for Paul. It wasto be for Timothy.

Look at how consumed Paul called Timothy to be with this word he was to preach.
Weseeitin 1 Timothy 4: "Until I come, give attention to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. ... Take pains with these things; be
absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention
to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you
will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you" (1 Tim 4:13,
15-16). In our text today, Verse 2 says, "Preach the word; be ready in season and
out of season; reprove, rebuke exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim
4:2).

Y ou see that Timothy has to be ready with the gospel all the time. When things are
going well and people want to hear it, when things are going poorly and nobody
wantsto hear it, it still needs to be the note that you sing.

In preparing this message, | was listening to a pastor in California preach on this
text. He was going through 2 Timothy 10 years ago, during the terrorist attacks on
our nation. From best that | could tell, his message was about a month after
September 11, 2001. In his message, he spoke about the rise in attendance at the
church. He said that normally, they had been averaging about 2,200 peoplein
attendance at church each Sunday. But, in the past few weeks (after the terrorist
attacks), they were averaging about 3,500 people in attendance! It was atime
when people in our nation were looking for God. People wanted answers. How did
this happen? Where was God? Where do we go now? They were coming in droves
to church to hear aword from God. It was a time when people were eager to hear.
To thisman'’s credit, he merely continued on in his exposition of 2 Timothy, being
sengitive to the increased attendance, for sure. But, he was faithful to his message.



In good times -- in season -- we need to be about the business of preaching the
word. But, when things are bad -- out of season -- we need to be about the business
of preaching the word.

| received an email this week from a pastor friend of mine. Heis afaithful manin
adifficult situation. Among other things, he wrote, ...

| would ask for your prayers for [our church] and the leadership team.
Without going into all the details | have come under intense fire lately by
various members (or former members). The disgruntled members are
beginning to find each other.

He then listed afew of the reasons why people were disgruntled. They were
disgruntled because he was pointing out obvious sin to people who had sought
counsel with him. But, they have refused to hear it and have fled to other churches
in town. In oneinstance, one of the former members has been very vocal about her
displeasure with him on Facebook. My friend continues, ...

Mature congregations would see all of thisfor what it is and respond by
praying for those who are in sin, support the leadership, etc.
Unfortunately our fellowship is full of immature members. The public
slander and private gossip is beginning to have itsimpact on an already
fragile church situation.

For him, the word is "out of season." I’m praying for him that he would be faithful
to "preach the word." Pastors need to be consumed with one thing: preaching the
word. | love John Piper’s quote, ...

Y ou don't have to know alot of things for your life to make alasting
difference in the world. But you do have to know the few great things
that matter, perhaps just one, and then be willing to live for them and die
for them. The people that make a durable difference in the world are not
the people who have mastered many things, but who have been mastered
by one great thing. If you want your life to count, if you want the ripple
effect of the pebbles you drop to become waves that reach the ends of the
earth and roll on into eternity, you don't need to have ahigh 1Q. You
don't have to have good looks or riches or come from afine family or a



fine school. Instead you have to know afew great, majestic, unchanging,
obvious, simple, glorious things-or one great all-embracing thing-and be

set on fire by them. [

That’swhat Paul istelling Timothy: don’'t be distracted; stay the course; be
consumed with one thing; let the truth of the Scriptures aways flow off your lips.
And be so on fire with it that you change those around you. Thisis how you
change those around you -- you reprove others, you rebuke others, you exhort
others. That’s what Paul writes at the end of verse 2.

Thissounds alot like verse 16, "All Scriptureisinspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” And so, as the
truth of God flows from your lips, God’ s word will do itswork. Y ou just need to
let it loose.

Last week, | exhorted you to "take up the book." It is sufficient to guide your life.
Thisweek, I'm exhorting you to "let it loose."

Charles Spurgeon is famous for saying, "The Word of God islikealion. You don’
t have to defend alion. All you have to do islet the lion loose, and the lion will
defend itself." Spurgeon’s words were addressed to those who think that you need
to prove God’ s word to people before will hear what it says. But, Spurgeon says
that God’ s word doesn’t work that way. He says that God’ s word will do its work
in the lives of people; you just need to let it loose.

"And so, Timothy, let the word of God loose." "Let it loose" What's Timothy
supposed to do?

Heisto use God’ s word to reprove. Use that word to show people where they are
wrong. "Thereisa God in the universe. Only the fool will say in his heart, ‘ There
iIsno God.” (Ps. 14:1)" "Hell isarea place, with real suffering, weeping and
gnashing of teeth." "Jesusisthe only way to God." And as God' s word gets out
and into the hearts of people, it will have an effect. "So Timothy, let it loose."

Use God' s word to rebuke. Use that word to tell people how they are sinful. "Y our
relationship with your boyfriend iswrong." "Those words that you often use are
sinful words." "Y our actions are not pleasing to the Lord." And as God's word
gets out and into the hearts of people, it will have an effect. "So Timothy, let it
loose."



Use God’ sword to exhort. Use that word to direct people to the right way to live.
"Speak kindly to your children.” "Hold your possessions loosely and give to those
who arein need." "Show humility toward others." "Preserve the unity in the bond
of peace." And as God' s word gets out and into the hearts of people, it will have
an effect. "So Timothy, let it loose." Lest you think that we need to be like alion
In our action of letting the word loose, think again. We are those who open the
cage, and let the lion loose. And, in opening the cage, we need to be careful.

Look once again at verse 2, "... reprove, rebuke, exhort with great patience and
instruction." Too often people think that change in others must be instant. Y ou tell
them what’ s right, and they should obey right away. Too often, when people don’t
change quickly enough, frustration setsin. Anger setsin. Tension in your
relationship setsin. But, that’s not the way that God' s word works. Sanctification
iIsslow. You know it inyour life. Aren’t you thankful that God is patient with
you? Y ou need to be patient with others. Y ou need to let God’ s word have its
effect in others, and giveit time.

God'sword is often like a seed that is thrown into the ground. It doesn’t usually
grow immediately. In the ground, it begins to germinate. It begins to grow, but it
does so slowly. In the right environment, the seed sprouts roots and begins to
break through the ground. Slowly it sprouts. Slowly it grows. Slowly it bears fruit.
So it iswith people. So, be patient with others.

I’ ve preached almost 500 sermons at Rock Valley Bible Church. That'salot of
hours of instruction for al of us. That’s many, many exhortations. How are we
doing? I’'m patient. | know that God’' s word will take effect in Histime, and in His

way.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I'm not saying that I’ m satisfied with our remaining sin.
Not at al. | greatly regjoice when | see others grow in their faith. When others put
forth signs of love to Christ, my heart leaps for joy. But, | understand the struggle
and will be patient with al of you. May God do awork in usto grow usin Christ!

There' s The Charge (verse 2) We come now to my third point, ...
3. The Reason (verses 3-4)

That is, the reason for the charge.

2 Timothy 4.3-4
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but



wanting to have their earstickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears
from the truth and will turn aside to myths.

Thisisthe reason why pastors need to be about preaching the word in season and
out of season. Because, many people won’t want to hear it. And it’s precisely at
those times when they need to hear it. They need to be confronted regarding their
sin.

When God called Isaiah to go and preach, He said that the people wouldn’t hear
his message. Their hearts would be dull and their eyes would be dim and they
would have no understanding in their hearts (Isaiah 6:10). But, he was to go and
keep on preaching. Y es, many would come to hate his preaching. But, there would
still be aremnant who believed. And Isaiah was to preach in such away asto
bring forth the remnant from Israel.

When Jeremiah preached of the coming judgment that was coming from Babylon,
the people didn’t want to hear it. And so, they threw him into acistern to try to
silence him. In his place, they listened to the false prophets of his day, who were
saying, "Peace, peace," when there was no peace (Jeremiah 6:14). Jeremiah
lamented, ...

Jeremiah 5:30-31

An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land. The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests rule on their own authority; And My
people loveit so!

What a picture thisis. When people don't like your message, they will find
someone else to tell them what they want to hear. People didn’t want to hear
Jeremiah’ s message of judgment! They wanted to hear the fal se message of
"peace." What was true in Jeremiah’ s day was true in Timothy’sday and istruein
our day aswell.

Thisisthe story of mainline denominations that have gone liberal. People have
drifted into sin. They don’'t want people to tell them about their sin. And so, they
bring in story tellers who will be adelight to hear. Eventually, they come to deny
much about the Bible, saying that much of it is not true. Look at the steps herein
verses 3 and 4.



2 Timothy 4:3
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.

Sound doctrine is that which teaches and reproves and rebukes and corrects and
exhorts and trains in righteousness (3:16; 4:2). But, people who love their sin will
despise such teaching. They won't sit under such teaching.

But, they have land and they have a building. Rather than leaving, they work hard
to remove the pastor. Then, they will work hard to bring in a soft preacher, who
will not bring "sound doctrine" and the confrontation of sin that will result. They
want adifferent sort of preacher.

2 Timothy 4:3
... but wanting to have their earstickled, they will accumulate for
themsel ves teachers in accordance to their own desires.

These people don’t want to hear what’ s good for them. No. They want to hear
what makes them feel good. And there isaworld of difference between the two.
One will be faithful to God and His word. The other will be faithful to the whims
of those signing his paycheck.

Notice how verse 3 putsit forth. They will gather the teachers "in accordance to
their own desires," thereby reecting the sound doctrine of the word of God. Thisis
the story of my pastor friend who is dealing with difficulties in his church right
now. He has come into this church recently, after years of ear-tickling preachers.
As aresult, there is some discomfort among the people. They aren’t hearing what
they want to hear. They want to hear the stories. They want to hear what will be a
delight to them. They don’t want "sound doctrine."

The end result is churches that have lost the truth of the gospdl, ...

2 Timothy 4:4
... And will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to
myths.

That is, they will turn aside to those things which plain aren’t true. They deny the
truth of the Scripture. They deny the reality of the final judgment. They deny the
virgin birth. They deny the miracles. They deny the full deity of Jesus Christ. They



deny the wrath of God. They go soft on the sinfulness of man. They focus all of
their attention on the love of God. And they lose the gospel in the process.

That's exactly what Paul istalking about here. People don’t want the truth. But
Instead, they want to fedl religious. So they seek something else that will satisfy
them. It has happened time and time and time again throughout church history.

| see amicrocosm with thisin counseling others. On many occasions, | have found
that when people come to me for counsel, they aren’t looking for counseling. No,
they are looking for agreement. And if they happen to agree with what | tell them,
they are happy. But, if they disagree with what | tell them, they will be unhappy,
and will seek another counselor who will agree with them.

| think that there is also something to say here for the many in our day who go
"church shopping.” When you go shopping, you look for the items that you like.
Y ou find something, and you purchase it. If you don’t like the product, you let it
be and search for another that you like. Today, churches put their product before
people. If people like the product, they stay. If people don’t like the product, they
leave.

Now, | know that we don’t have it all together at Rock Valley Bible Church. And |
know that we can’t meet everyone' s needs. So, we don't fit for everybody. I'm
fine with that. And | also know that there are people who have found difficulties at
their church for some reason or another, and are looking for a body where they can
fitin and serve. And in so doing, they are "church shopping." I'm OK with that. It’
sthereality of pasturing a church in America.

But, | do know enough about our message of Christ crucified, that there are those
who come and visit us on a Sunday morning and want nothing to do with us. They
aren’'t looking for "sound doctrine." They are looking for something to tickle their
ears. All we have as a church is the word of God and each other. That’sit. But,
that’ s enough.

When people leave Rock Valley Bible Church, it’s certainly discouraging. But,
most often, when people leave Rock Valley Bible Church, they go to another good
church. And when that happens, I’ m encouraged that something just didn’t quite
fit for them at Rock Valley Bible Church. They are needing some different
demographics. It might be that we have all of these kids. They don’t have kids.
They feel left out. Maybe they are in need of some programs that we just can’t
offer them. I’m fine with that.



But, when | hear that people have left a good church also in search for another, I’
m worried for their souls. Will anything ever satisfy them? I’ m fearful that they
are intoxicated with the itching ear syndrome. They want the new. They want the
exciting. They want that which will stimulate them each week. Here’swhat | have
observed: often, they never find it. They are looking for something that they can’t
quite find.

Quickly, let’s move on to my last point. We cometo ...
4. The Resolve (verse 5)

Thisiswhat Timothy isto be.

2 Timothy 4:5
But you, be sober in al things, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

The verse begins with a contrast, "but you." "Timothy, as a man of God, you are
called to be different. They may have itching-ear syndrome. But, you must be
different. They may despise sound teaching. But, you must be different." Paul puts
forth four things that must be true of every faithful pastor.

He must, ...

1. Be Sober

2. Endure hardship

3. Do the work of an evangelist
4. Fulfill his ministry.

Let’'sjust take these one at atime.
1. Be Sober

Unlike those who are intoxicated by the itching-ear syndrome, the faithful pastor
must be sober. He must think rightly. He must not be swayed by the whims of the
people. He must not be persuaded by his own craving for approval. Rather, of
anyone in the congregation, he needs to be the sober one who is thinking rightly.

This means that he preaches the word of God faithfully. He iskind and not
quarrelsome (2:24). He is patient when wronged (2:24). He carries himself with
gentleness (2:25). He always stands on the truth of God’ sword (3:16). He is sober.



2. Endure hardship

The faithful pastor must embrace the suffering that comes with the territory of
being faithful to God’ s word. The faithful pastor must be willing to face suffering.
The faithful pastor must be able to face suffering.

Thisisthe call of 2 Timothy. It'sacall to suffer. We seeit in severa verses. "Join
with mein suffering for the gospel according to the power of God" (2 Tim 1:8).
"Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus' (2 Tim 2:3). "Difficult
timeswill come" (3:1). "All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted” (3:12).

These verses come with the backdrop of Paul’ s suffering. He was in prison when
he wrote these words. He was about to die (1:8). He was suffering for the gospel
(1:12). He had faced the trials of the ministry -- people deserting him (1:15; 4:16),
being treated as a criminal (2:9), people doing harm against him (4:14), being the
target of evil deeds (4:18) Timothy, was to endure this hardship.

3. Do thework of an evangelist

This call to "preach the word," isn't only to take place in the four walls of the
church. It’sto go out as well -- Into the neighborhoods, into the public forums,
wherever people don’t know Christ -- and tell them of the mercies of God in Jesus
Christ.

Thisisone of the reasons why | have begun the Kid's KLUB. Thisisavery
evangelistic ministry. We have children in our neighborhood who are from homes
where the gospel isn’t. They need Christ. And so, slowly over the months, I'm
going to have an opportunity to present Jesus Christ to them. My hope and prayer
for these kidsis that they would believe. | seek to be faithful with thisas| have
opportunity.

Thisweek, | met aguy who talked about going to church. But, when | saw him, he
had a Bhudda strapped to a necklace, which he wore. So, | asked him about it. |
said, "Y ou said you went to church this morning?' He said, "Yeah." Then, | said,
"Tell, me what’ s up with this Bhudda necklace" as| flicked it with my finger. He
told me that he' s going to a Unitarian Universalist Church. He was excited about it
because of the religion they taught. | responded by telling him how the church has
lost the gospel, which | explained to him. | want to do the work of being an
evangelist. | have to work at it.



4. Fulfill hisministry.
Thiswill lead usto next week (in verses 6-8). Paul says, ...

2 Timothy 4:6-8

For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come. | have fought the good fight, | have finished the
course, | have kept the faith; in the future there islaid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His

appearing.

Paul was on the back end of his 30 years of ministry for the Lord. Timothy was on
the front end. He had years ahead of him to fulfill this command. This ought to be
the ringing melody for al in ministry: "Fulfill your ministry."

What was true for Timothy is equally true for all of you aswell. Y ou aswell
should Be Sober, Endure hardship, Do the work of an evangelist, and Fulfill [your]
ministry.

This sermon was delivered to Rock Valley Bible Church on October 30, 2011 by
Steve Brandon.
For more information see www.rvbc.cc.

[1] John Piper, "Don't Waste Your Life".
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