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Christ IsOur Life

Colossians 3:3-4

1. You have died (verse 3a).
2. You are hidden (verse 3b).
3. You will berevealed (verse 4).

In the 1950’ s a very popular television show aired all across America. It was
entitled, ThislsYour Life. It islikely that many of you are familiar with this
television show. Thiswas"reality TV" long before "reality TV" became the thing
to do for corporate networks. The plot was quite simple. Each week, an
unsuspecting celebrity would be lured by some friends to a location near the
television studio. This celebrity would then be surprised with the news that he was
to be the featured guest on the show that evening. After being was escorted into
the studio, one by one, people significant in the guest's life would be brought out

to offer anecdotes. At the end of the show family members and friends would

gather about the guest who would then be presented with some gifts, 1

For 10 years, America was entertained by hearing about the lives of these

cel ebrities and watching them react to the funny anecdotes offered by childhood
friends, former teachers, and former co-workers. People were touched to see these
celebrities shed atear as they remembered particular tragedies that took placein
their life, like atragic death in the family or some other family crisis. This
morning, as we dig once again into the book of Colossians, we al will have a
chanceto look into our lives as believersin Jesus Christ. We will look back to our
past. We will look at our present reality. And, we will look forward to the things
that we can expect to seein the future.

My message this morning is entitled, "Christ Is Our Life." This phrase comes
directly from our text this morning, which is found in the book of Colossians,
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chapter three, verses three and four. To catch the context, | want to begin by
reading the first four verses. Paul writes, ...

Colossians 3:1-4

Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things
above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your lifeis
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, isrevealed, then you also
will be revealed with Him in glory.

For the past two weeks at Rock Valley Bible Church, we have set our minds upon
the things above, just as verses 1 and 2 have told us to do. It has been incredibly
refreshing for me to do so. Thinking of heaven and the eternal realities have lifted
my soul greatly. | believe that this has reflected upon each of you aswell. Several
of you have spoken to me in response to these messages and have told me of how
encouraging these passages have been to your soul, as they have compelled you to
reflect upon the heavenly realities that are oursin Christ.

But, perhapsin all this thought and discussion and preaching and hearing and
applying, we have missed the afinal piece to the puzzle that helpsto bring it all
home to usin a greater way than ever before. The piece that I’ m talking about is
simply that heaven isn’t afar off place that we will get to someday, somehow.
Rather, the reality isthat every believer in Jesus Christ is actually in heaven
already. We experience some of it now. To you, that may sound shocking,
because you can easily say, "I’m not in heaven. I’'m in Rockford. And in case you
haven't noticed, Steve, Rockford isn’'t heaven. There is much crime in Rockford.
There areracial tensions in Rockford. In recent years, we have lost a bunch of
manufacturing jobs. The economy isn’t too hot. In afew months, it’s going to be
cold again. Rockford is far from heaven."

| know these things. Rockford is no heaven. But, it doesn’t much matter. The
Scripture says that every believer in Jesus Christ isin heaven. Look there at verse
3, Paul writes, "For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God." And
| simply ask the question, "Where is Jesus right now?' Jesusis seated at the right
hand of God the Father. Heis ruling from His throne. He is waiting to fully exert
Hisrule some day. Heis praying there for His people. But Paul saysthat "your life
Is hidden with Christ in God" (verse 3). As Christ isright now in heaven. As God
is right now in heaven. So too are we also in heaven. It’s not ssmply that we will
be in heaven someday. It’ s that we are there right now! Surely, there will be a day
in which our standing with Christ isrevealed (that’ s what verse 4 is about), "When



Christ isrevealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory." But, when
this day comes, it’s not so much that we will be transferred to our heavenly home.
It’s that the curtain will open and our true location will be manifested for all the
world to see.

Asfollowers of Christ, we are citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20). In many ways, that
iIswhere we live. In Ephesians 2:5-6, we read of how God "made us alive together
with Christ ... and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
placesin Christ Jesus." Thereisavery real sense in which we are seated with
Jesus Christ in heaven.

And this should have massive implication upon the way in which we should live.
Asverse 5 picks up, "Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as
dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to
idolatry." Verses 6-9 and following are ssimply packed with the practical
implications of how we should live. But, before we go out and attempt to live a
life that honors God, we need to realize the great realities of who we are. It'sfor
that purpose that Paul writes verses 1-4. It is only when we come to understand
them and grasp the great realities of our heavenly life that our lives will be truly
pleasing to Him in every respect.

My message this morning is entitled, "Christ IsYour Life." My outlineis simple.
It comes from the main verbsin verses 3 and 4. "You have died" isthe found in
the first half of versethree. "Y ou are hidden" isthe point of the second half of
verse 3. And"You will be revealed" isthe message of verse 4. And so, this
morning, my aim isto call usto reflect upon who we are as believersin Christ,
where we are, and what will happen to usin the future.

My message this morning will be alittle bit like the great book that Charles
Dickenswrote, A Christmas Carol. Thisfictional story is about a man named,
Ebenezer Scrooge. He was a selfish workaholic who spent hislife exploiting the
poor for his own gain. At one point, Mr. Scrooge said that the we would all be
better off if the poor of thisworld were to die, asit would decrease the surplus
population. At any rate, Mr. Scrooge went to bed on Christmas Eve, all alone, with
no friends and no happiness. In his sleep, he is visited by the ghost of his former
partner, Jacob Marley, who recently passed away. As the story unfolds, Jacob
Marley hosts the visits of three other ghosts. the ghost of Christmas past, the
ghost of Christmas present, and the ghost of Christmas future. Each of these
ghosts reveal something to Mr. Scrooge of his character and his destiny if he
doesn’t change his ways.



The story endswell. Asaresult of reflecting upon his past life, his present life, and
his future life, Ebenezer Scrooge changed his ways. He gave a generous raise to
his employee, Bob Cratchit, and became a second father to Cratchit’s crippled son,
Tiny Tim. He lived the rest of his days in happiness.

This morning, as we walk through the life of every Christian, it ismy aim that

your ways will be changed. I’m not saying that your ways are stingy like those of
Ebenezer Scrooge. I'm not saying that your ways are sinful and need aradical
transformation. But, | am saying that all of us can evaluate our lives and see areas
that need transformation, and seek to change by the power of God. Thiswas Paul’s
aim. Before speaking to the Colossians about their behavior in very practical ways,
he first focused their attention upon their lives. He talks about what happened to
them in the past. He talks about where they are in the present. And, he discusses
what will take place in the future.

At this point, | need to stop and say afew words about the target of my message
this morning. I'm preaching to those who know Christ. I’ m preaching to those of
you who have experienced the new birth. I’'m preaching to those of you come face
to face with your sin and have seen it as adreadful thing, and have cried out to
God for mercy. I’m preaching to those who have found mercy. If thisis not you,
then | exhort you to repent. | exhort you to place your faith in the only one who
can save. If you have repented of your sin and are trusting Christ, then "Thisis
Your Life."

Let’stake alook now at what you could call the ghost of the past...

1. You have died (verse 3a).

Look at verse 3. Weread, "You have died." Thisisthe great reality of every
believer in Jesus Christ. We have died! Certainly, we look alive. Wewalk and
talk and breathe and eat and move. It doesn’'t look like we are dead. Indeed, the
next phrase in verse 3 indicates that we have life. But, here’ sthe reality: we have a
new life. The old lifeis gone. The new life has come. Listen to 2 Corinthians 5:17,
"Therefore if anyoneisin Christ, he isanew creature; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come." When you became a believer in Christ and
entrusted your soul to His care, He did awork of transformation in your lifethat is
so complete that the Scripture would call you a"new creature." What you were
before is not what you are now. | believe that thisis abit of what Jesus was getting
at when He was speaking with Nicodemus, when he said to him, "Truly, truly, |
say to you, unless oneis born again (or born from above) he cannot see the



kingdom of God" (John 3:3). It’s not reformation that we need, as if we merely
need to reform our character. Rather, it’ s transformation that we need. We need a
complete transformation of our being.

It all starts with dying. Thisiswhat Paul is addressing herein verse 3, "You have
died." Thisisn't anew concept in this letter to the Colossians. Paul has already
hinted at our death when we came to faith. Look back in chapter 2, verse 12. There
we read, "having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised
up with Him through faith." The metaphor here is one of life and death. Y ou were
buried and then you were raised up.

We seethisalso in verse 20, "If you have died with Christ." The assumption on
Paul’ s behalf is that those in Colossae had indeed died with Christ when they
believed in Him. In chapter 3, the theme continues. Look at verse 1, "If you have
been raised up with Christ." The idea here is a resurrection, which presupposes a
death. "Y ou died with Christ ... Y ou have been raised up with Christ." The
conclusion comesin verse 5, "Therefore consider the members of your earthly
body as dead" (Coal. 3:5).

When you cometo faith in Christ Jesus, you die. Again, the question comes,
"Well, how did | die? | look quite alive to me." For the answer to that question,
we can turn to other portions of Scripture, where this same concept is addressed,
but each time, thereis abit of a nuance of adifference. In Galatians 2:19, Paul’s
testimony is the testimony of every believer, "Through the law | died to the law, so
that | might liveto God" (Gal. 2:19). Let'slook at some other Scriptures:

Galatians 5:24, "Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.”

Galatians 6:14, "through [the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ] the world has been
crucified to me, and | to the world."

1 Peter 2:24, "He Himself bore our sinsin His body on the cross, so that we might
dieto sin and live to righteousness."

And, of course, Romans 6 is very relevant because it contains an extended
discussion about our participation in the death of Christ:

Romans 6:5, "We have become united with Him in the likeness of His death."
Romans 6:6, "Our old self was crucified with Him."

Romans 6:7, "He who has died is freed from sin."

Romans 6:8, "We have died with Christ."



Romans 6:10, "The death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that
Helives, Helivesto God."

Romans 6:11, "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but aliveto God in
Christ Jesus."

| know that’s alot of Scripture that we just covered. Let me summarize it as best
as | know how. When a person comes to faith in Christ, he turns away from hisold
manner of life, so much so that he can give testimony which | might summarize
like this:

"| died to the law" (Gal. 2:19).

"I havedied to sin" (1 Pet. 2:24).

"| have crucified the flesh, with its passions and desires” (Gal. 5:14).
"l have been crucified to the world" (Gal. 6:14).

"My old self was crucified with Christ" (Romans 6:6).

"I now consider myself to be dead to sin" (Rom. 6:11).

Thisisthe death that Paul istalking about in verse 3. He' stalking about a death to
yourself. He's talking about putting off the old self. In Colossians 3:8-9, Paul uses
the expression, "you laid aside the old self with its evil practices." That describes it
well.

As | think about what great transformation is occurring here, I'm reminded of the
transformation of the Monarch butterfly. In recent years, my wife has become
quite fascinated with Monarch butterflies. In the middle of every summer, my wife
goes out on a quest to find Monarch caterpillars. They are easily identified, as they
are striped beautifully with black and white and yellow stripes. Astheir only food
source in milkweed, you can only find them wherever milkweed is growing.
Yvonne can tell you of severa locations in Rockford where milkweed grows. She
has become so fond of these little creatures, that she even wants to transplant some
milkweed into our yard, so that they are easier to find. When she finds these little
creatures, she brings them home, and puts them in ajar with plenty of milkweed.
She makes sure that she grabs enough milkweed leaves to pack away zip lock
storage bags in the refrigerator, so these caterpillars can have fresh food each day.
This past year, she found about half a dozen of these caterpillars and gave them to
various families in the church, complete with jars and fresh leaves to feed the
caterpillars. Day after day, these caterpillars spend their days eating the milkweed.
Day after day, these caterpillars grow and grow, until they are several weeks old.
At that point, they attach themselves firmly to a stick or aleaf and begin the
process of dying. Somehow, something is changing within their stomachs.



The shed their skin. They transform into a chrysalis, and they look dead. But, that
dying istheir very path to life. In alittle over aweek, the caterpillar transforms
into a beautiful orange and black butterfly, that we let fly away, that it might come
back and lay some more eggs for us to find next year, on Yvonne's beloved
milkweed.

The point isthis: in order to fly, the creature hasto die. Recall that thisis exactly
what Christ callsus all to do. He said, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he
must deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me" (Matt. 16:24). Thisisacall
to alife of self-denial and sacrifice and obedience unto Jesus. When Jesus used the
Imagery here of "taking up the cross," the imagery is death. Jesus said, "If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must die!" The promise of such adeath, however, is
life. Jesus promised us that whoever believes in Him would not perish, but would
have everlasting life. Thisisthe call of God upon every life upon the planet. Jesus
Christ calls al of usto evaluate our allegiance. Are you living for yourself? Will
you spend your life on your own passions and desires? Or, will you die to yourself
and live for God? But the truth of the gospel is that our death to self is death with
Christ (Col. 2:20). And in dying with Christ, we live with Christ (Col. 3:1). And in
living with Christ, we live for Christ. Listen to 2 Cor. 5:14-15,

"Onedied for al, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live
might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their
behalf."

ThislsYour Life, O Christian. Perhaps you are here today, and know nothing of
this death to self. | exhort you, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to repent of
your sin and seek the Savior. "Take up your cross and follow Him."

Our past is characterized by death. We have died in Christ. My next point is the
reality of the present experience of every believer in Christ.

2. You are hidden (verse 3b).

L ook there at the last half of verse 3, "Your lifeis hidden with Christ in God." It's
at this point that we see the connection of our experience with the exhortations of
verses 1 and 2 to seek the things above. We need to seek the things above, because
that is where we are, right now. Surely, it looks like you are here, and indeed you
are. But, thereisavery real sense where your lifeisright now in the heavens.
"Your lifeis hidden with Christ in God." Naturally, the question is, What does this
mean? What does this mean that you are "hidden with Christ in God." First of all, |



believe that it has areference to your ...

a). Security

Thisisthe gospel, isit not? In Christ Jesus are hidden "all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge" (Cal. 2:3). Aswe believe in Him, the treasures become ours. In
Christ Jesus, we have the hope of heaven (Coal. 1:5). In Christ Jesus, we have
forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14). In Christ Jesus, we sit in His kingdom, having been
rescued out of the domain of darkness (Col. 1:13). In Christ Jesus, we dwell in the
light! He is the Sovereign One who has delivered us from our sin and has brought
usinto the true knowledge of Hiswill (Cal. 1:9).

Aswe embrace Him, He embraces us. We are safe and secure from sin in Hisarms.

One with Himself | cannot die.

My soul is purchased with His blood,
My lifeishid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God!

Certainly, we hate our sin. Certainly, sorrow over our sin. And yet, we need not
dwell long over the effects of sin upon our lives, because we know that we are
secure in the heavens, safe in the arms of Jesus. We know that we can overcome
the onslaughts of the devil and of our flesh, because our life is completely wrapped
up, surrounded by, and hidden in Christ Jesus.

As amother hen places her wings around her chicks to protect them from the evil
that may come upon them, so alsoisour life safein God. Psam 91:1-4 says, ...

He who dwellsin the shelter of the Most High

Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

| will say to the Lo, "My refuge and my fortress,

My God, in whom | trust!"

For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper
And from the deadly pestilence.

He will cover you with His pinions,

And under Hiswings you may seek refuge;

His faithfulnessis a shield and bulwark.

As a shepherd tenderly cares for the young in his flock, so will God tenderly care
for and protect us from all harm. Isaiah 40:11,



"Like a shepherd He will tend His flock. In His arm he will gather the lambs and
carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes."

Asaman tightly clutches agolden coin in his hand, so also does Jesus clutch usin
His hand. Jesus said,

"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. and | give
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of
My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no oneis
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand." (John 10:27-29).

As afathful hushand continues to be faithful to hiswife for better, for worse, for
richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, so also will the Lord’ slove for us
continue on.

"Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will
be able to separate us from the love of God, whichisin Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Rom. 8:38-39).

Aswe are hidden in Christ, we are secure in His love. We experience forgiveness.
But, there’ s another aspect of being hidden in Christ.

b) Identity

We are "hidden with Christ in God." It means that our lives are so wrapped up in
Jesus, that you can’t see us without first seeing Jesus. Children, | trust that you
have played hide-and-seek before. Y ou know how you play the game, right?
Somebody shuts his eyes and starts counting to some large number, like fifty.
Then, you go off and hide yourself. You try to find a place where you can be
covered by something. Perhaps a closet, where you can cover yourself with coats.
Perhaps a bed, where you can slide under it. Perhaps a couch, where you can crawl
behind it. | know what it’slike to hide in some of those places. Asachild, | loved
playing that game. And now that I’m an adult, | still like playing that game. In
fact, from time to time, we play hide and seek in our house as afamily. We all
gather in our upstairs bathroom and send somebody off to hide. We wait afew
minutes and try to find the one hiding. I’ ve hidden under beds. I’ ve hidden in
closets. I’ ve hidden behind storage bins on our basement shelves. It' s great fun.
Thelife of aChristian isabit like this. We have found a hiding place. It’sin Jesus!



My faith has found aresting place,
Not in device or creed;

| trust the ever living One,

His wounds for me shall plead.

Our identity isin Jesus. When you play hide-and-seek, if you hide in the closet
behind the coats, before they see you, they will see the coats. If you hide under the
bed, before they see you, they will see the bed. If you hide behind the couch,
before they see you, they will see the couch. That’ s what people ought to see when
they look at us. They ought to see Jesus, because our identity isfound in Him.

This past week | read the story of Mike Dittman. Gary Thomastells the story, ...

"When | arrived on Western Washington University’ s campusin 1980, Mike
Dittman was perhaps the most dynamic Christian | had ever met. He was severd
years older than | was, and already aleader in the college ministry | attended.

Mike had everything: a charismatic personality, great athletic ability, and awalk

of integrity, aswell as being a skilled worship leader and a good teacher. He could
lead you into the presence of God like few I’ ve ever met. | often sought him out at
lunchtime to talk, and was later pleased to end up being in the small group heled....

"It was just a couple years later that a close friend told me the shocking

news. After amorning workout, Mike' s body dropped to the locker room floor. A
brain hemorrhage almost took hislife, but after a furious scare, doctors were able
to keep Mike in thisworld--albeit, avery different Mike.

"His Hollywood-handsome appearance was gone. Half of Mike' s face now looks
‘fallen,” pulled over to one side. He can’t sing anymore or play his guitar, so there’
sno more leading worship. For awhile his speech was slurred, so he couldn’t
teach. He was humbled in just about every way an ambitious man can be humbled.

" After months of grueling therapy, Mike moved on. The devastating effect on his
body was paralleled by an equally powerful--and wonderful--change in his spirit.
Now, years later, Mike' s ministry has never been more productive. He started a
phenomenally successful department of counseling at the Philadel phia Biblical
University, which has grown from a handful of students to hundreds of
participants.



"People fly in to Philadel phiafrom all over the country to meet with Mike--pastors
who have fallen, marriages that have broken apart, children who are rebelling.
Mike' s seen it all. Whereas before his focus was on the masses, Mike now
specializes in healing hurting hearts, one at atime.

"*The brain hemorrhage took alot away from me,” Mike told me recently, ‘but it
gave me even more.” Mikeis now the type of guy whose spirit invites you to quiet
your heart, get rid of all pretenses, and revel in God' s presence. | think the main
difference isthat in college, when | was around Mike, | wanted to be like Mike.

Now, after spending time with Mike, | want to be more like Jesus." 2

That'salife that’s hidden in Christ. To see Mike Dittman is to seek Jesus. Heis
our identity. Many times the Scripture describes Christians as being "in

Christ." Paul sometimes even addresses his audience as being "in Christ." Thisis
evident at the opening of the letter to Colossians, where Paul writes, "To the saints
and faithful brethrenin Christ" (Col 1:2). Our identity isfound hidden in

Christ. Thereisone more aspect of being hidden in Christ. Itis...

C) Secrecy

By this, | smply mean that there is an aspect to our life that isn't entirely evident
for al to see. "Your lifeis hidden with Christ in God." When Jesus spoke to
Nicodemus about being born again, Nicodemus replied, "How can a man be born
when heisold? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born, can he?' (John 3:4). In the response of Jesus, we discover that He was
talking about a spiritual rebirth, not a physical one, "that which isborn of the flesh
isflesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6).

The change that comes upon us death to our selves doesn’t change us physically.
We still look like the old Bill or Ted or Marcia or Susie. Our change comes in our
behavior. And as people see that, they will know that something happened to us
when we believed in the Savior. But, because of their blindness to the things of the
Spirit, such things are concealed to the world.

Should they try to explain our attitudes and our behavior, they won't fully
understand. Certainly, they can say that they see something different about us. But,
they can’t see why it isthat we are thisway. That is the point of Colossians 3:

3. Thereis something about our livesthat is hidden from the average Joe on the
street. "Your lifeis hidden with Christ in God" (Col. 3:3). But, thereis coming a
day, when all who are hidden in Christ will be reveaed for the entire world to see.
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That's the message of verse 4, where Paul writes, "When Christ, who isour life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory." So, my third and final
point in my sermon outlineisthis:

3. You will berevealed (verse 4).

Aswe saw afew weeks ago, Jesus Christ is upon Histhrone, awaiting the day
when He will come back for all the world to see. There will be aday when Jesusis
revealed for all the world to see. In Revelation 19, we hear of that day. John writes,

And | saw heaven opened, and behold, awhite horse, and Hewho sat on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. His eyes
are aflame of fire, and on His head are many diadems, and He has a name written
on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with a robe dipped in
blood, and His nameis called The Word of God. And the armies which arein
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white
horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down
the nations, and He will rule them with arod of iron; and He treads the wine press
of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has
aname ertten, IIKINGOFKINGS,AND LORDOFLORDS.lI (Ra/. 19: 11'16)

Thiswill initiate the war that will end all wars. Jesus Christ and His heavenly
army will wage war with "the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies®
(Rev. 19:19). The outcome of that war will see "the beast and those who
worshiped hisimage. The lamb who came the first time will return again as the
lion devouring Hisfoes. He will come and conquer those who have refused to
believe in His name. When he conquers, He will rule the universe! But, verse 4
tells usthat just as Jesusis revealed, so also will you be revealed "with Himin
glory" (Cal. 3:4). When Jesus is manifest for all the world to see, al who are His
true followers will also be manifest for al the world to see.

Thereis a sense now when Jesus is hidden from the world. Histrue character is
not open and laid bare for all the world to see. But, there will be aday when the
world will see Him fully for who Heis. And when the world sees Him, it will see
you fully for who you are in Christ. Right now, hidden with Christ, it is not totally
clear to the world what Christianstruly are. But someday they will see clearly.

There are quite afew Scriptures that speak of this. Perhaps the one that is most
clear is 1 John 3:1-3.



See how great alove the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not
appeared as yet what we will be We know that when He appears, we will be like
Him, because we will see Him just asHeis. And everyone who has this hope
fixed on Him purifies himself, just as Heis pure.

We are children of God, but the world doesn’'t know us, because we are hidden in
Christ. But, when Jesus appears, we will be like Him. The world will see that we
are like Jesus. As we have this hope, we will seek a purified life.

Another Scripture that coversthistopicis 1 Peter 1.5, where it speaks of how
believers are ... "protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready
to berevealed in the last time." We are hidden in Christ. We are protected, until
that final day, when the imperishable, undefiled, and unfading inheritance will be
oursfor all the world to see! (1 Pet. 1:4).

One more similar Scripture, and | think that thisis my favorite, isfound in
Romans 8:19. There, we read that "the anxious longing of the creation waits
eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God." Because of Adam’s sin, the creation
was subjected to futility (Rom. 8:20). And the creation longs to be freed from the
curse that it has experienced. It will be freed when the sons of God are fully
revealed for al to see! For this, the entire creation anxiously awaits. The grass and
the flowers and the trees and the rocks and the dirt and the lakes all are longing for
the day when we, as Christians are revealed with Christ in glory.

Areyou longing for that day? Martin Luther once said, "There are only two days
on my calendar: thisday and that great day." Perhaps the dirt in the ground has
more anxious longing than you have. When Jesus comes again, we will be
revealed for who we are. Right now, we are hidden in Christ. But, there will be a
day, in which we are hidden no more. The entire earth will behold us asjoint-heirs
with Christ. It will be agreat day. Long for that day. The saints of old have
always longed for that day.

O Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight.
The clouds be rolled back as a scrall,

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,
"Even so" it iswell with my soul.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation



And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then | shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: my God, how great Thou art

Rejoice in glorious hope, our Lord the judge shall come,
And take His servants up to their eternal home.

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice,

Rejoice, again, | say rejoice.

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may | then in Him be found,

Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.

When he comes our glorious king, al His ransomed home to bring,
Then, anew this song we'll sing, Hallelujah, what a Savior.

There' s one last phrase that | want to focus upon. It’s found right in the middle of
verse 4. "Christ, whoisour life" This morning, we have overviewed the life of
every believer in Christ. You havedied. You are hidden. You will be

revealed. Thisisyour life. But, thereis only one reason why these things are

s0. It'sbecause of Jesus. Heisour life. Heisour only hope and joy! Heisthe
only onethat giveslife. What elseisthereto live for? What other hope might we
have?

This sermon was delivered to Rock Valley Bible Church on September 17, 2006
by Steve Brandon.
For more information see www.rvbc.cc.

[1] Much of the wording for this summary came from Thomas McWilliams.
Online at http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0044296/plotsummary.

[2] Gary Thomas, Authentic Faith, pp. 7-8.
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