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The Christian Ministry
Colossians 1:24-29

The Christian Ministry involves ...
1. Suffering (verse 24)

2. Serving (verse 25)

3. Proclaiming (verses 26-28)

4. Laboring (verse 293)

5. Relying (verse 29b)

As | speak with people outside this church, | often find myself having asimilar
conversation with them. Like most men, | am often asked the question, “ So, Steve,
what do you do for aliving.” When | tell them that | am a pastor of a church, they
often ask, “Which church?’ And then, they often will ask me how long | have
been in the ministry. It's at that point that | usually have the opportunity to tell
them about the story of Rock Valley Bible Church: “The church started when |
was living in DeKalb, doing computer work at alocal hospital. | was very
involved at Kishwaukee Bible Church, which isin DeKalb. Several families who
attended this church were living here in Rockford. | would travel here to Rockford
once each week to conduct a Bible Study, which, over the course of time,
continued to grow. And then, the church in DeKalb sent me (and my family) to
Rockford to formally begin Rock Valley Bible Church. This happened about six
years ago.” When | tell that story, the inevitable question often comes, “ So, do you
miss working in the computer world?’ | find myself answering this question like
this. | say, “Working with computersin the corporate world was alot easier than
the work that | am doing right now. When computers don’t work, you simply
reboot them. Y ou turn them off and then you turn them on again. More often than
not, they usually begin working correctly. But, with people, it's not quite that easy.
Y ou can't ssimply turn them off and turn them on again. With people, you need to
care for them, love them, help them, serve them, lead them, guide them, an dteach
them. Furthermore, in the Christian ministry, the stakes are much higher. You're
not dealing with machines and data which will all burn up someday. Rather, you
are dealing with the eternal souls of people."



Aswe come to our text today (Colossians 1:24-29), we get a glimpse of the
Christian Ministry, through the pen of Paul, who described what his life and
ministry were all about. Consider our text ...

Colossians 1:24-29

Now | rgoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | do my share on
behalf of His body, which isthe church, infilling up what is lacking in Christ's
afflictions. Of this church | was made a minister according to the stewardship from
God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out the preaching
of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages
and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed
to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim Him, admonishing every
man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man
complete in Christ. For this purpose aso | labor, striving according to His power,
which mightily works within me.

With these words, Paul gives us five characteristics of his ministry, which ought to
be typical of every man engages in Christian ministry. The first characteristic
comes in verse 24. The Christian ministry involves ...

1. Suffering (verse 24)

Paul writes, “Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake.” We won't take too
much time this morning addressing this issue, as we spent an entire message on
thissingle verse last Sunday. | simply say that suffering ought to be the
expectation of every minister of Jesus Christ. The Psalmist said, “Many are the
afflictions of the righteous’ (Psalm 34:19). Jesus told His disciples that the world
would hate those who minister in His name. “If you were of the world, the world
would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of
the world, because of thisthe world hates you” (John 15:19).

It was prophesied of Jesus that He was “appointed for the fall and rise of many in
Israel, and for asign to be opposed” (Luke 2:34). Paul spoke of how the rise and
fall of many come through the ministry of the gospel that is preaches. He said, that
some, the message comes as “an aroma from death to death” and for othersit
comes as “an aromafrom life to death” (2 Cor. 2:16). Some like the gospel
message and some don’t. When peopl e receive the gospel message, there is great
joy intheir receiving it. But, when people reject it, there is great pain and



difficulty and discouragement. In light of such things, Paul said of the Christian
ministry, “Who is adequate for these things?’ (2 Cor. 2:16). Indeed, it isonly the
Lord who can give usjoy in our sufferings.

The second characteristic of the Christian ministry is...
2. Serving (verse 25)

Verse 25 reads, “[Of this church] | was made a minister according to the
stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry
out the preaching of the word of God.” Last week, we spent some time dwelling
upon God' s sovereign role in making Paul a minister of the church. It wasn't Paul’
s choice to be a minister of the church. God made Paul to be a minister of the
church. Thisweek, | want for us to focus upon the task to which Paul was
assigned. He was assigned the task of being a“minister” of the church.

In the Greek, the word “minister” is diakonew (diakoneo), from which we get our
English word, “deacon.” It fundamentally has thisidea of service. Infact, it is
often trandlated, “servant.” For instance, In Acts 6, it describes the serving of
tables (Acts 6:1), the giving of food to others, who are waiting to be fed. In John
12:2, it isused of Martha, who was serving food to the guests in her home. Jesus
used this word to describe the compl ete dedication of Himself to the task the
Father called Him to do: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve
and to give Hislife aransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

The picture of aservant is of one who gives of himsalf for the benefit of others.
That’s the word that Paul used to describe his relationship to the church. Paul
considered himself to be one who did what needed to be done for the wellbeing of
the church. In this sense, Paul was made a“minister.” He was made to be a servant
of the church. The church didn't exist for Paul. Paul existed for the church.

The other phrases that Paul chooses in this verse all help to reinforce this same
Idea. Paul was made a minister “according to the stewardship from God bestowed
onme.” Let'sfirst consider thisterm, “stewardship.” Literally, thisis describing
the “law of the house.” There is a master who owns the house. But, in his absence,
or in hisinvolvement in other matters, he delegates the responsibility of
administrating the law of the house to a steward. The steward doesn’t own the
house. The steward is simply given responsibility over the house.

Some of you young girls may be in the habit of babysitting for other families, who
need an older, responsible person to watch over their children. Asthe parents



debrief you on where the food is and where the pajamas are and what time bedtime
IS, you are a steward of the house. Y ou may have some authority, as the apostle
Paul did, but fundamentally, you are merely in the house to help carry out the rules
an procedures established by the parents of the home.

Paul saw his ministry as simply this. God had called him to be a steward of the
household of God, the church of theliving God (1 Tim. 3:15). He was to take care
of the church, not for his own benefit, but for the benefit of those in the church.

Paul makes clear his focus upon the well being of othersin verse 25 with the
words, "for your benefit." Hewasin it for the good of those in the church. Histail
and his labor and his struggle and his imprisonment were for the good of others!

Thisis Christian ministry. It is self-sacrifice to carry out the plan of God for the
sake of others. How different thisis than the way of the world. Jesus said, ...

Matthew 20:25-28

Y ou know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
men exercise authority over them. It is not this way among you, but
whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant. And
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His lifea
ransom for many.

Those in the world would seek to make themselves great by lifting themselves
above everyone else and seeking to make others do work for them. But, thisis not
Biblical ministry. The Christian ministry is one of service and of self-sacrifice.

L et you think that these words are only applicable to those given to full-time
Christian ministry, please realize that such a perspectiveisrequired of usall. Just
as a pastor is given to service, so also are the members of the church to be given to
service as well. Peter told the scattered churches, "As each one has receive a
special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God. Whoever servesisto do so as one who is serving by the strength
which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet.
4:10-11). In other words, God has given us al a measure of grace that we are
responsible to employ in the service of others.



The Christian ministry involves ..
3. Proclaiming (verses 26-28)

Thisisthe core of all Christian ministry: proclaiming Christ. At the end of verse
25, Paul spends a bit of time describing what his ministry would entail. It's
nothing more than making known what the Lord had revealed to him concerning
Jesus. He said, "that | might fully carry out [the preaching] of the word of God,
[that is], the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations,
but has not been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:25b-27).

The task that the Lord had given to Paul was the task of taking what the Lord had
revealed to him and making it known to the world. He calls this revelation, “the
mystery.” When you hear thisword, don’t think about Sherlock Holmes or Nancy
Drew or Agatha Christie, who investigate murders or thefts or other strange
behaviors that have taken place. Rather, when you hear “mystery,” think about a
turn of good fortune that was totally unanticipated.

Think about your uncle, who you barely knew. He lived half-way across the
country. Y ou remember seeing him perhaps twice. Well, he recently died, and left
alarge estate to you. Why he gave you so much, well, ... “it’'samystery.” Think
about the phone call you received from another company, requesting you to come
and work for them, for three times the salary that you are now receiving. Sure,
things at work weren’'t going too well. But, you weren't really thinking about
leaving. How they heard about you and why they offered you the job, well ... “it's
amystery.” Think about the letter that you received in the mail. It's from your
father, who had purchased some stock for you some 20 years ago, planning to give
it to you when you got older. He purchased 100 shares of Microsoft at it’s |PO
price of $21 in 1986. Now, those hundred shares are worth $800,000. It’s all
yours. Why your father sent you the letter today, well, ... “it’'samystery.”

Thisislike the mystery that Paul is describing. He describes an unforeseen good
fortune that brings incredible blessings. “From the past ages and generations’ this
mystery was hidden. But now (Paul wrote of his generation) the mystery had been
revealed to His saints (verse 26). What exactly is this mystery? It comes at the end
of verse 27. It is“Christ in you, the hope of glory.” When Paul says, “Christin
you,” he'stalking about “Christ in the Gentiles.”



These Gentiles had no clue that such good news was coming upon them. They
knew of the Jewish people. They might have heard something about their Messiah.
But, they didn't know all of what the Messiah was going to do for the Jews. Little
did they anticipate the abundance of blessings that they would receive through the
Jewish Messiah. But now, these Gentiles were recipients of afar greater treasure
than an inheritance or agreat job or original Microsoft stocks could ever be. They
received, “Christ in [them].”

It's not by accident that | have attempted to describe the manner of this mystery
using financial metaphors, of unbelievable windfall to you. Paul speaks about the
“riches’” of God, which are His to make known. Look at verse 27, “God willed to
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles.”
Over in chapter 2, when he speaks of the mystery again, he will again use a
financial metaphor. He writes, "... resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery,
that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Col. 2:2b-3).

Words are vain when attempting to describe exactly how marvel ous and wonderful
this news actually is. But, | try. Thereis one little phrase that describes this
mystery. It isfound at the end of verse 27. It is“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Jesus Chrigt, ...

The One in whom “all the fullness of Deity dwellsin bodily form” (Col. 2:9). The
One who created the entire universe (Col. 1:16). The One who sustains the
universe (Col. 1:17). The One who rules and reigns over every creature (Col. 1:
16). The One who “will come to have first place in everything” (Col. 1:18).

Jesus Christ ... inyou

Jesus Christ has come to dwell among us. AsHeisin us, we are partakers of
everything that Jesus Christ is. We are the benefactors of everything that Jesus
Christ has done. Was Jesus crucified? Because Heis"in us," our sin was nailed to
the cross (Col. 2:14, 20). Was Jesus made alive? Because Heis"in us," we too
were made alive together with Him (Col. 2:13).- Was Jesus now exalted to the
right hand of God? We too have been raised up with Him (Col. 3:1). Will Jesus
someday be revealed for al the world to see as the sovereign king over all? We
too will share in His inheritance (Col. 1:12).

Jesus Christ in you, ... the hope of glory.
Apart from Jesus Christ, we have no hope. But, in Jesus Christ, we have a hope of
entering into glory. We saw this hope in verses 12-14. Jesus Christ has qualified us



to share in the inheritance of His kingdom (Col. 1:12). Jesus Christ has rescued us
(Cal. 1:13). Jesus Christ has transferred us into His kingdom (Col. 1:13). Jesus
Christ has redeemed us from our sins (Col. 1:14). Jesus Christ has forgiven us of
al our sins (Cal. 1:14). Jesus Christ ... in you ... the hope of glory.

We have intimate connections with the God of the universe. In Him our sins are
wiped away. In Him, we will enjoy the His presence someday. Thisis the message
that Paul preached. Thisis the message that we preach. We preach Jesus Christ.
We preach Jesus Christ and al of the fullness of the implications of His work. We
preach Jesus Christ and the resultant blessings that will come upon you if you but
believe in Him. We preach Jesus Christ and the terrible consequences of refusing
to believe. Jesus Christ is your biggest hope. And if you refuse him, He is your
biggest threat. He is returning someday as judge and will set all thingsin order
(Acts 17:30-31).

So crucial and central is Jesus to our faith that he consumes our proclaiming
ministry Look at verse 28 and see how Paul putsit. He says, “We proclaim Him,
admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may
present every man complete in Christ.” Notice that we aren’t preaching some
specia philosophy (Col. 2:8). Notice that we aren’'t preaching religious
ceremonies or rituals (Col. 2:16). Notice that we aren’t preaching certain statutes
and rules that you need to follow (Col. 2:18). Notice that we aren’t preaching
some type of religious experience (Col. 2:18). Notice that we aren’t preaching how
you to keep from being defiled (Col. 2:21). No, ... we are preaching a person, who
isall you need. Thereis nothing more than you need than Jesus. Thereis nothing
less than you need than Jesus. Y ou need Him.

Colossians 1:28 could easily be atheme verse for Rock Valley Bible Church: “We
proclaim Him!” As a church, we will continue to place Jesus Christ always before
us, as our grand hope. And we will do so joyfully, because of the greatness of the
what awaits us. In Him we have “hope of glory.”

Have you believed upon the name of the Lord Jesus? Have you embraced Him?
Have you come to the end of yourself and realized that you have no hopein this
life? Have you come to the point where you realize that Jesus Christ is your only
hope. | admonish you to believe upon Him. Week after week after week after
week, we assemble as a church to be reminded of the greatness and sufficiency of
Jesus Christ. Week after week after week from this pulpit, you hear teaching that
Is centered upon Him. We can’t ever stop. Why? ... because we have agoal. As
Paul said, we want to “present every man complete in Christ.” Paul is describing



the day when pastors of churches will present the people of their congregations
before the Lord.

Thisis graduation season. | trust that quite afew of you have been to either a
graduation or a graduation party for afriend or relative of yours. At some point
during the graduation ceremony, a person will normally stand at the podium and
announce how all of the peoplein front of him are being presented as candidates
for receiving their diploma. They are being presented to the board, who has the
authority to give the diplomato them. Thisis similar to the time that Paul
envisionsin the future for every pastor of a church. There will be a day when each
and every pastor will stand before Jesus to present each and every one of those
involved in the congregation as candidates for the kingdom. The only way to be
presented as worthy is by being "completein "Christ." That is, by believingin
Jesus Christ, alone for one's salvation, apart from his works,

At this point, | would like to read a verse from the end of Hebrewsthat is
describing the same event. Thisverseis ever before me as a pastor of this church.
The writer admonishes the people of the church to “Obey your leaders, and submit
[to them]; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account”
(Hebrews 13:17). Y ou may find the first half of this verseto be abit difficult:
“Obey your leaders, and submit [to them]," especialy as you know usto be sinful
men. But, as aleader in the church, | find the last half of this verse to be difficult:
“They keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.”

There will beaday in which I will stand before Jesus. Surely, of first importance,
He will deal with my own sins, first. If | have an opportunity to speak before the
Lord, | will tell him that | deserve to be sent to hell for my sins, and that He would
be totally just to condemn me on that day. However, | will also say to him, “Lord,
you promised that al who place their trust in Jesus Christ will be forgiven of their
sins. | have trusted in Him. He purchased my redemption upon the cross.” | trust
that He will allow me to enter into the kingdom on that basis.

But, as a pastor of achurch, | won't be able to enter the gates just yet. | have other
souls for which | will have to give account. | will have to account for those in this
church. And so, as each of you stand before the Lord, | will be present for your
trial. It will be my eternal delight for each and every one of you to stand before the
Lord and give similar testimony to Jesus. “Lord, | know that | have sinned. | have
not lived as | ought to live. Like Steve, over there, | deserve to be condemned to



hell. However, he has faithfully taught me that those who trust in Christ will be
forgiven of their sins. | know that it wasn't his own teaching, because it all came
straight from the pages of the Bible. | claim the righteousness of Jesus Christ.”

It will be my horror for one of you to stand before the Lord and say something like
this: “Lord, I’'m thankful that you didn’t make me like many of the world’'s
sinners. | was born into arighteous family. | was faithful in my attendance at Rock
Valley Bible Church. | even attended a Flock and went to the prayer meeting. |
tithed faithfully of all that | received. | was faithful in my Bible reading. | even
went on afew missions trips to spread your name. Please let me into your
kingdom” (Luke 18:9-14; Matt. 7:21-23).

Should one of you come to stand before the L ord with such atestimony, the Lord
may well turn to me and say, “ Steve, do you know this man?' | will have to
confess, “Yes, | do.” God may then ask, “Did he attend your church?’ Again, |
will have to confess, “Yes, hedid.” He will say, “Have you heard his testimony he
just gaveto Menow?’ “Yes,” | will say. And then will come the most difficult
question of all. “How isit that he has come to give atestimony that trusted in his
own righteousness? Did you know that he believed these things? Did you teach
him these things? If not, what sort of efforts did you make to persuade him away
from such beliefs?’ | will have to give an account for his soul before the throne of
God. Thisiswhat Hebrews 13:17 teaches. Thisisthe day that Colossians 1:28
anticipates. Thisiswhy Paul saysthat Christ iswhat he constantly proclaims and
teaches. It isin Christ that he constantly admonished people to believe.

How | long to be able to say what the apostle Paul said to the elders of the church
of Ephesus, ... "You ... know, from the first day that | set foot in [Rockford], how |
was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and
with trials which came upon me; ... | did not shrink from declaring to you anything
that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, solemnly
testifying to [all ...] of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

... | testify to you this day, that | am innocent of the blood of all men. [including
this man standing before you, Lord] For | did not shrink from declaring to you the
whole purpose of God.... night and day for aperiod of [fifty] years| did not cease
to admonish each one with tears.”

| look at Paul’ s words and shrink in fear of the awesome responsibility that is
given to leaders of the church to proclaim Christ to everyone. It’s far more than
merely standing up on Sunday mornings and saying afew words. It means getting
into your life. It means being with you. It means seeking to know each and



everyone personally. Notice how personal Paul’swords are. He says, “We
proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom,
so that we may present every man complete in Christ.”

| received an email from someone in the congregation this week that expressed
thisideaabit in some great words. He was talking about how | need to be a
spiritual man, engaging people in the word and prayer as an encouragement to the
spiritual life. He suggested afew waysto do this. He said, ...

Before church, find someone [maybe a couple of guys] ... and pull him
/them aside and ask if he/they would pray with you before the service
[specifically for the upcoming service]. Just a quick 2-3 minute time
huddled in a corner somewhere. After church, find someone ... and ask
them'... Could you do me afavor this week? Could you pray for this?
Likeit or not, | think that we want to see you doing things like this, ...
because we want to feel spiritually needed by you, just as much aswe
want to be spiritually led by you. | think we want some spiritual time
with you. Just you on a personal level. No studying, no groups, just a
pastor that needs us. Why? Because we need you! We need Y OU, not
just your teaching, preaching and leading. And at the same time, we
continually push you away. Y eah, people are funny.

That’ s the type of thing that is needed. A pastor’sroleisto get to every single
person in the congregation and admonish them and teach them. Public
admonishment and teaching and leading is necessary, but personally work is
needed as well. Some of my personal work this week involved counseling afamily
with adifficult circumstance. One on one with a stryaing sheep. Meeting with a
future leader in the church. Helping afamily to understand some things about the
church. In addition to this, there were the usual assortment of emails and phone
calls. Having been a pastor of this church now for several years, | know how
difficult it is, especially as we have grown in numbers. | know how much | am
failing in these things. Would you pray for me in these things? | want to grow in
thisarea, but | need divine help.

The Christian Ministry involves ...
4. Laboring (verse 29a)

Paul writes, “For this purpose also | labor, striving according to His power, which
mightily works within me” (verse 29a).



Two words in this passage describe the intensity of the work. Paul first says that
he labors. The Greek word here describes a labor to the point of fatigue. The
pastoral work is fatiguing work. The second word that Paul usesin thisverseis
trandated as “striving.” The Greek word here is agwnizomenoV (agonizomenos),
from which we get the word, “agony.” The pastor’s work is an agonizing work of
labor.

Did you know that the pastor’ swork is never finished? If you frame a building,
you can see the physical process of the building going up. If you program
computers, you can see the computer do what it’ s supposed to do. If you work on
cars, you can see them come in with arattle and go out of your garage running
smoothly. But, if you are pastoring a church, your work seemingly never ends.
There are awaysthingsto do. | never lack something to do. Y ou can ask my wife
how many times we put the children to bed and | head out to the office to do
something that | didn’t quite get to during the day.

Perhaps you parents can relate. In raising your children, there are always things to
do. They need to be fed. They need to have their faces wiped. They need to have
their diapers changed. They need to have their clothes washed. They need to have
their shoestied. They need to have their bedding changed. They need to have their
rooms cleaned. They need to have their behavior corrected. They need to be taught
how to treat their brothers and sisters. They need to have their schooling in order.
They need to have counsel and advice in dealing with their friends. They need to
be taught how to use their free time. They need to be taught how to speak well. Te
list goes on and on and on and on.

Dealing with the church it is somewhat the same. Certainly, the maturity levels are
different and the issues are different. Also, tThe amount of time that a pastor can
spend with each of the peopleis significantly less. But, the spiritual well-being of
others requires work. Just as a parent’s work with his child is seemingly never
done. The work of pastoring a church is seemingly never done. Thereis aways
another sermon to write. There is always another phone call to make. Thereis
always another prayer to pray, scripture to memorize, book to read, serviceto plan,
guestion to answer, email to send, function to attend, and note to write. Thereis
the burden of the hurting family that is upon the heart. There is the strategic future
of the church to plan. There is the next meeting to prepare for. From experience, |
can tell you that the work that | don't get done can be a bit discouraging. Thisis
why it islabor. Oh, it may not be physical labor, as many men who work outside
and sweat do. But, its labor none the less.



Unless you can labor with joy and great desire for the work, the work will become
overwhelming for you. | believe that such an understanding was behind the words
of Charles Spurgeon, who was addressing his students about the difficulties of the
Christian ministry. He said, ... “Do not enter the ministry if you can helpit. ... If
any student in this room could be content to be a newspaper editor, or a grocer, or
afarmer, or adoctor, or alawyer, or a senator, or aking, in the name of heaven
and earth let him go hisway; heis not the man in whom dwells the Spirit of God
inits fullness, for aman so filled with God would utterly weary of any pursuit but

that for which hisinmost soul pants.” 14

Apart from the Spirit of God giving strength to the work, it’simpossible. This
leads me to my last point this morning. The Christian Ministry involves....
5. Relying (verse 29b)

| get thisfrom the last phrase of verse 29, where Paul says that he labors, “ striving
according to His power, which mightily works within me.”

Though Paul labored, and though Paul exerted himself mightily, He knew that
there was a greater reality working within him that his strength alone. Paul knew
that it was God who was at work within him to accomplish all that he needed to
do. This same thing came up when he wrote to the Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians
15:10, Paul wrote that “By the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward
me did not prove vain; but | labored even more than all of [the apostles], yet not I,
but the grace of God with me.” On the one hand, Paul said that you could line up
all of the 13 apostlesin aline and say, “O. K. Which of these men labored the
hardest for the Lord?" Without question, | believe that all of them would look to
Paul and say that he did. But, Paul wouldn’t be accepting any “hardest-working
apostle” awards, as he knew where the strength came from. He said that it wasn't
he that was laboring, rather it was “the grace of God with me” (1 Cor. 15:10).

Y ou might ask, “How can thisbe?’ | don’t fully know. But, | do know that itisa
reality. Ministers of the church of Christ are called to work hard in their labors.
But, in their working, they are to do so according to the strength which God
supplies. | believe that thisiswhat Paul was getting at when he told Timothy to
“be strong in the grace that isin Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim. 2:1). “Be strong” in the
ministry. But, don’t “be strong” in your own might. “Be strong” in the grace of
God. Thisiswhat Psalm 63:8 speaks of, "My soul clingsto Y ou; Your right hand
upholds me." David said that he was clinging to the Lord. Yet, in redlity, it was the
L ord who was upholding him, and even causing him to grip the Lord with all of
his might.
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About aweek ago, | was on the phone with another pastor. After a short
conversation, we prayed for each other. In the midst of his prayer, he said, “O
Lord, we have to be strengthened by you, or we simply won't make it.” How true
thisis. “We have to be strengthened by you, or we ssimply won't makeit.” Thisis
the Christian Ministry. The Christian Ministry involves (1) Suffering (verse 24);
(2) Serving (verse 25); (3) Proclaiming (verses 26-28); (4) Laboring (verse 29a);
and (5) Relying (verse 29b). And there is no other task to which | want to give my
life, than to the task of shepherding this church. 2!

This sermon was delivered to Rock Valley Bible Church on June 11, 2006 by
Steve Brandon.
For more information see www.rvbc.cc.

[1] Charles Spurgeon, Lecturesto My Students, pp. 26-27.

[2] How appropriate it was for us to end the service by singing, "Lead On, O King
Eternal," which was written by a Ernest Shurtleff in the late 1800's, shortly before
he was to graduate from Andover Theological Seminary. His fellow students had
asked him to write a hymn that they might sing on the day of their graduation. The
first stanza describes the countless hours of preparation for the difficult work to
come. Mr. Shurtleff also included how they would need to be strengthened by the
grace of God. He wrote, ...

Lead on, O King Eternal, the day of march has come;
Henceforth in fields of conquest Thy tents shall be our home.
Thro' days of preparation, Thy grace has made us strong;
And now, O King Eternal, we lift our battle song.
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